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Mnium insigne Mitt. 

Among some mosses which I recently received from the Vienna Exchange 
Club for Cryptograms, was one labelled Mnium insigne. Mitt. June 20, 1896 ; 
on wet shaded earth, Columbia Falls, Montana, U. S. A. R. S. Williams. I 
examined this moss which had abundant capsules with interest, as M. insigne 
is generally considered synomymous with M. Seligeri, Jur., which is a shy 
fruiter in Europe and very rare in England in that condition. I was. how- 
ever, surprised to find that the fruiting plants had a clearly synoicous in- 
florescence, though a few purely $ flowers were also present. I also found 
that the leaves were rather broadly ovate and sharply pointed which 
together with their long sharp marginal teeth, generally consisting of but 
one cell, and ceasing about the middle of the leaf, suggested that the plant 
before me was scarcely the same as the European M. Seligeri. The moss 
in question seems to agree well with the diagnosis given by Limpricht of 
M. Drummondii Br. & Sch. of which unfortunately I have no authentic 
specimens, but I cannot find that Mnium insigne. Mitt, is given as a 
synomyn for this species, although Limpricht points out that Mitten's 
species is not the same as M. Seligeri Jur. , to which many authors have re- 
ferred it. A close comparison of the European and American species of this 
fine genus would be of great interest. W. E. Nicholson. 

January, 1903. Lewes, Sussex, England. 



SULLIVANT MOSS CHAPTER NOTES. 

Dr. Best says of Claopodium pellucinerve (Mitt) Best, offered in this 
number of The Bryologist by Mrs. J. B. Lowe, and collected by her at 
Noroton, Ct. : "So far as I know it has been collected only once before this 
and then by Mr. R. S. Williams in the Yukon territory. See The Bryologist 
3:i9, 1900." Harriet Wheeler. 

Members aesiring the offerings will please forward stamped and ad- 
dressed envelopes to the donors. H. W. 

Confusion would be avoided and some labor saved if the annual dues of 
Chapter members were paid directly to the Secretary who reports such pay- 
ments to the editors of The Bryologist and members receive the magazine 
to which they are thereby entitled. Subscriptions to The Bryologist should 
be paid to Mrs. Annie Morrill Smith. H. W. 

In a letter just received from Prof. Holzinger he says: "If you have 
space please express my cordial thanks to the Sullivant Moss Chapter for 
honoring me with the Presidency. I promise to be faithful to this high trust 
and work hard." He adds in a letter of a few days later date : "Members 
wishing mosses determined must prepare material neatly, and send abund- 
ant specimens, in proper ', folded envelopes with exact data written thereon. 
Scraps of mosses put up in indifferently folded scraps of paper will receive 
no consideration. Use pockets of good paper 7x8 inches. This request is 
absolutely necessary since the endless scraps have come pouring in." 
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Prof. Holzinger is right. The former Secretary of the Sullivant Moss 
Chapter felt her work to be largely of an educational nature, and for fear of 
nipping a bud prematurely, took extra pains with " scraps " and often con- 
sumed hours of time in their determination only to find the collector had no 
more material, so all that labor was wasted. Why ? Because, if that little 
scrap contained a peculiar form — albeit of a well known species, it has only 
too frequently happened that a new variety or species even has been de- 
scribed, only later to have it find its true place as one in a long link of inter- 
mediate forms in a well known series. 

The moral is: send good sized specimens for determination with proper 
data. A. M. S. 

REPORT OF THE LICHEN DEPARTHENT, 

A year ago the Lichen Herbarium belonging to the Moss Chapter was 
placed in my hands. At that time it contained fifty specimens, representing 
eighteen genera and forty-four species. At the present time there are one 
hundred and seventy specimens, representing twenty-seven genera and 
ninety.five species and varieties. Many of the specimens have been contrib- 
uted by the members of the Moss Chapter, and I hope during the coming year 
there will be many more contributions to the Chapter Herbarium. 

I would urge all who are interested in the Lichens to make local collec- 
tions, taking pains to collect good sized specimens and in fruit where it is 
possible. The Lichens should be pressed lightly while damp, if allowed to 
dry without pressing they are much more brittle. It would be well if more of 
the members would offer specimens for distribution, in this way they will gain 
experience and secure specimens from other localities which will be useful 
for comparison. 

A number of specimens from California, Montana, Oregon and Lower 
California have been added during the past year. 

The many letters asking for help in determining lichens and the requests 
for the offerings prove that the interest is growing in the study of these 
plants. Respectfully submitted, Carolyn W. Harris. 



OPPERINQS TO CHAPTER flErtBERS. 

[To chapter members only — for postage.] 
Miss Mary F. Miller, 1109 M Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. Rhyncoste- 

gium rusciforme, Dicranum undulatum. Funaria Aygrometrica, 

Bryum proliferum, Aphanorhegma serratum, Hypnum Haldanianum. 
Mrs. J. D. Lowe. 200 "A" Street, S. E., Washington, D. C. Brachythecium 

plumosum, Amblystegium riparium longifolium, Claopodium pelluci- 

nerve, Sematophyllum adnatum. 
Mr. J. Warren Huntington, Amesbury, Mass. Philonotis fontana, Lepto- 

trichum glaucescens, Barbula tortuosa. 
Prof. J. M. Holzinger, Winona, Minn. Pyramidula tetragona, Grimmia 

leucophea, Grimmia Pennsylvanica, a limited supply. 



